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Ce sujet comporte 2 pages

Bareme: COMPTE-RENDU : 11 points
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PRESENTATION, ORTHOGRAPHE, REDACTION : 2 points
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Lexique :
* (1) in the pipeline
* (2) arable climate
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More now seeing
the benefits of
GPS technology

ng way in the past four years,
says Richard Smith of Precision
Field Services.

He points out that in the UK,
there are now 400 combines fitted
with global positioning system
(GPS) yield monitors, a number
expected to double this year. In
the US, there are 10,000 combines
with yield monitors, with some
farmers now in to their sixth year
of yield mapping.

Despite reservations from
some, Mr Smith is convinced many
farmers are starting to see real
benefits from precision farming,
and this is increasingly so as mar-
gins get ever tighter.

“As with all technologies, yield
mapping systems are becoming
faster, lighter and cheaper — some
combine manufacturers believe all
new machines will be installed with
GPS yield monitors before the turn
of the century,” he says.

“There is also a growing net-
work of support businesses operat-
ing in this sector so farmers wishing
to adopt this new techno]ogy can
call on expert advice and

But Mr Smith believes the dan-
ger with this technology occurs
when people expect too much from
it, partly due to the optimistic way
precision farming was initially pro-
moted by several machinery com-
panies. “The rea.hty is that the
whole process requires a lot more
patience,” he expla.m& “To begin with,
accurate data is required, gathered
over the course of several years.

“Three years’ yield maps only
start to provide a picture of each
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field’s performance for different
crops and in different conditions.
Yield maps can identify problem
areas and quantify the losses asso-
ciated with that problem — they
are a management tool, and no
more.”

But Mr Smith says there are a
number *of developments in the
pipeline which will enhance the
whole precision farming process.
For example, yield monitors for
potatoes, carrots and other
mechanically harvested root crops
will soon be available.

Trial work has highlighted wide
variations in the yields of these
crops and, therefore, offers the
prospect of i xmprovmg the targeting
of inputs to maximise efficiency of
production.

Better sateliltes

Further ahead, satellite imagery is
developing fast. Traditionally
regarded as both inaccurate and
unreliable, satellites will be avail-
able later this year offering a 1m
(3.3ft) resolution.

New satellite radar technology
will not be troubled by cloud cover
— one of the main reasons why
satellite ima.gery has never had a
serious interest in the UK.

"Natura]ly, farmers question
the cost of precision fanmng in the
current arable climate*As with any
investment, the cost and potential
benefits must be weighed up.

“But there is no shortcut to this
process,” concludes Mr Smith.
“The sooner a system is installed,
the sooner the benefits can begin to
be utilised.” [ |
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|-1 - COMPTE-RENDU |

Vous rédigerez en frangais, le compte rendu de cet article en 250 mots sans oublier
de préciser le sens du terme GPS, d’en présenter les avantages, les inconvénients
et les perspectives d’avenir.

|l - ESSAI

Vous rédigerez en anglais(150 @ 200 mots) une présentation de ce systéme 3a
l'intention d’éventuels acheteurs le comparant aux gestions habituelles et précisant
ses avantages.

AGLVE An Page 2/2



