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ORGANIC FOOD IS A WASTE OF MONEY

Organic food is neither safer nor more nutritious than conventionally grown food and people are
wasting their money by paying a premium'” for it, the head of the Food Standards Agency said
yesterday.

Sir John Krebs, chairman of the government-appointed body, said there was no evidence that
organic food was healthier than conventionally grown produce. He said he believed that people were
only getting value for their money if they wished to pay for the holistic approach® to farming.
“They’re not getting value for money, in my opinion and in the opinion of the Food Standards
Agency, if they think they’re buying food with extra nutritional quality or extra safety. We don’t have
the evidence to support those claims”, he said.

Environmental and organic organisations said they were “appalled” by Sir John’s comments, who
they believed was “out of touch” with consumers and failing to inform himself properly about organic
food.

In Britain sales of organic food are soaring by 40 per cent a year. The projected organic food sales
for this year are £546m and expected to reach more than £1bn by 2002. Customers pay an average of
70 per cent more for organic produce than the ordinary equivalents.

Sir John said he thought the market was booming because people were seduced by an image of
healthy and nutritious products. “I think the organic industry relies on image and that image is one that
many consumers clearly want to sign up to”, he said. [...]

Harry Hadaway, a spokesman for the Soil Association, a standards setter which registers organic
farmers, said : “We are deeply concerned that Sir John Krebs of the FSA is failing to inform himself
and be objective in the on-going national food debate.” [...]

Independent scientific tests, commissioned by the BBC, found conventionally grown carrots free
of pesticides. Scientists at the Eclipse Scientific Group laboratory in Cambridgeshire extensively
tested carrots bought anonymously from supermarkets. An organic British carrot, an organic carrot
from abroad and a conventionally grown carrot were examined for more than 40 pesticide residues.
The tests were negative for all three.

This latest research contradicts previous evidence by the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and
Food’s working party on pesticide residues which showed in 1998 that 26 per cent of foods tested
contained pesticide residues and 1.3 per cent contained residues above legal levels. Even organic
carrots were found to contain residues, albeit at levels 10 times lower than the maximum level allowed
in non-organic vegetables.

Sandra Bell, real food campaigner for Friends of the Earth said the group was “appalled” that Sir
John had launched this attack. “Organic food avoids synthetic pesticides, the routine use of antibiotics
and genetically modified ingredients”, she said.

“No one knows what long-term impact these may have on human health. If there is no problem
with pesticides in conventionally grown food, why does the government advise people to wash and
peel vegetables before giving them to children?”

- Cherry Norton -
THE INDEPENDENT, 2 November 2000.

Footnotes :

(1) (£.2) to pay a premium : payer plus cher
(2) (£.6) holistic approach : approche holistique, approche globale.
(3) (£.19) a standards setter : < to set standards : fixer des normes
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QUESTIONS

PART 1 : Compréhension (10 points)

1) Vous ferez un compte rendu du texte en langue francaise en mettant en évidence les idées
essentielles.
(environ 150 mots - + 10 %)

2) Vous traduirez le texte en francais (titre inclus) jusqu’a « to support those claims », he said. (£.9)

PART 2 : Expression en langue anglaise (10 points)

Answer the following questions in English (150 — 200 words)
1) 'What are the two positions expressed in this article ? (= 70 words)
2) Where do you stand ? Do you pay much attention to what you eat and drink ? Develop your point

of view.
(= 130 words).
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