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STILL TICKING 

A quarter-Century afier its launch 
Pioneer 10 is alive and calling home 

It was sent alofi in 1972, when Richard Nixon was in the White House, Bobby Fischer was the 
world’s chess champion, and the IBM 360 mainframe still dominated the computer industry. It was 
designed to have a useful life of three years, at most. Yet today, after a quarter Century, the little 
spacecrafi Pioneer 10 is still plugging along. 

As for this week, Pioneer 10 is 9.66 billion km from Earth, making it the most distant man-made 
abject in the universe. Its signals continue to register on the giant radio telescopes of National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration?s Deep Space Network, reassuring scientists that Pioneer is still 
alive and calling home. 

Cruising through cosmos at 44,579 krn/h, the long-lasting NASA spacecrafi is measuring cosmic 
rays and solar emissions, probing for the outer boundary of the solar system and even encouraging the 
efforts of scientists pursuing SETI, the Search for Extraterrestrial Intelligence. 

If Pioneer 10 is one day found by advanced extraterrestrials, we won’t be around to receive their 
answer. At Pioneer’s current cruising speed, it would not arrive for some 100,000 years. 

By Leon JAROFF 
Adapted from TIME, November 4, 1996 

VOCABULARY: to send aloft : lancer 
plugging along : en état de marche 
to probe for : à la recherche de 
outer boundary : frontière, limite 
current cruising speed : vitesse de croisière actuelle 

/ ~~~ ~ ~~~~ ~ 
ACADÉMIE DE CRÉTEIL PARI 

/ CAP/BEP SECONDAIRE 1 ANC 



TRAVAIL A FAIRE PAR LE CANDIDAT 

REPONDEZ IMPERATIVEMENT SUR VOTRE COPIE. 

1) Choisissez la réponse correcte et recopiez - la : 

Le texte porte sur : 
a) Une possible invasion d’extra-terrestres. 
b) Les pionniers de l’espace. 
c) Un engin spatial encore en fonctionnement un quart de siècle après son lancement. 
d) Le lancement, par la NASA, d’un nouvel ordinateur IBM dans l’espace. 

II) Donnez, en anglais, les informations suivantes sur Pioneer 10 , à l’aide du texte : 

ExemDle : 
Name : Pioneer 10 

Age : 
Expected useful life : 
Distance from the earth : 
Speed : 
Missions : 

III )Répondez en anglais aux questions suivantes en faisant des phrases complètes : 

1) What is Pioneer 10 ? 
2j When was it fïrst launched ? 
3) Who was President of the U.S.A at that time ? 
4) What do the letters NASA mean ? 
5) What is extraordinary about Pioneer 10 ? 

IV) Ecrivez en anglais les chiffres suivants, cités dans le texte, en toutes lettres : 

In 1972 
IBM 360 
44,579 kmih 

V ) Traduisez les deux dernières lignes du texte en français. 

BEP 

2 pts 

6 pts 

5 pts 

3 pts 

4 pts 

CAP 

2 pts 

8 pts 

5 pts 

3 pb 

2 pt! 
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