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LONDON AND THE THAMES
l |

London exists because of the Thames. Soon after the Romans invaded in AD 43, Emperor
Claudius founded Londinium (London) port. The Viking Danes, King Alfred and William the
Conqueror followed. The port grew bigger and bigger, the merchants grew richer and
richer. Ships returned home with sugar, tea, coffee, spices, jewels and with people from
other countries who wanted to come to London. Within the city, the Thames was used by
everybody : kings with musicians, traders, families. It was the quickest way to go almost
anywhere in London. The Thames was so busy that traffic could barely move. Sometimes,
dozens of ships queued up for days along the banks, waiting to get to a dock to unload.

| |

Today you can ride on riverboats only in central London. You can take a ferry at the tower
or upriver at Twickenham. But you can row, windsurf, sail, water-ski or fish.

l |

Fifty years ago, the river was so polluted that it was biologically dead and contained no
fish. But in recent years it has recovered so well that now, 118 different fish live in it.

| ]

London is protected from the sea’s storms by the world's largest movable flood barrier. Not
only the tides have risen 65 centimetres over the last hundred years, but London is built on
clay and is sinking slowly. Engineers used 500,000 tons of concrete and lots of steel to
build ten gates, which can be raised quickly to block the water.

(adapted from The Story of London. A. & C. Black, London
Look out London , Red Fox , 2002)

Compréhension écrite

I. Lisez le document et replacez les sous-titres proposés ci-dessous dans les
cadres prévus a cet effet. (1 point)

L London safety / In the old days / Life in the river / Leisure activities
Help !
inAD 43 :enlan 43
bank s rive
tide . marée
clay - argile
tosink  : s’enfoncer

concrete : béton
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Il. Complétez en anglais le tableau suivant par deux éléments pris dans le texte,
comme dans I'exemple ci-dessous. (2 points)

Places |« London

< Twickenham

Invaders

Products brought back to London

On the Thames, you can ...

Jobs mentioned in the text

lll. Trouvez dans le texte les contraires des mots suivants. (3 points)
% nobody
*+ the slowest :
% to load
% downriver
% alive

< the first
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IV. Rédigez en anglais les réponses aux questions suivantes. (4 points)

1)  Why was the Thames so important in the past? Give two reasons.

2) What was the water of the Thames like in 19527

3) Why is London sinking slowly?

4) How many gates are there on the Thames?
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Compétences linguistiques

River cruises

Discover the heart of London - e

m T

AT e e S—————————nd
ORI B -

e Multi lingual commentary
e Many riverside attractions to see
e Departures from Westminster Pier and Waterloo Pier

V. Vous étes en vacances a Londres. Aprés avoir lu la publicité ci-dessus, vous
décidez d’effectuer une promenade en bateau sur la Tamise. A I'office du
tourisme, vous demandez en anglais : (2,5 points)

1. si le commentaire est en francais.

2. st vous verrez Big Ben.

3. ou se trouve le quai d'embarquement de Waterloo.

4. comment vous pouvez vous y rendre.

5. a quelle heure part le dernier bateau
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VI. Ecrivez en anglais et en toutes lettres les données chiffrées des documents.
(2 points)

Big Ben

336 feet it

is said to be
the tallest
square tower
in existence

’
> ’//”/”— //// THE THAMES

\ / / Tower Bridge

St Paul G Built by John Barry in
aul's

1894.

Cathedral The two towers house |
No guided the machinery for
tours on lifting the two

Dec. 25 th bascules, each one

weighing 1,000 tons.

% 336 feet

o

. % 1894

L/
0

Dec. 25"

X

1,000 tons

L)

VIl. Voici des extraits du commentaire qui accompagne votre promenade en bateau.

Compiétez les phrases suivantes en mettant les verbes entre parenthéses au
temps qui convient. (2,5 points)

1) “Ladies and gentlemen, we to welcome you on board.”
(like)
2) “We're lucky today. The sun " (shine)

3) “And now, on your right, the Royal Festival Hall which
in 1951, seats 2930 people.” (open)

4) “Tower Bridge a magnificent view upriver and
downriver.” (offer)

5) "We at Greenwich Pier in 10 minutes.” (arrive)
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Production écrite

VIll. Au milieu de votre séjour, vous écrivez une carte postale a un copain
américain. Par exemple, vous pouvez lui parler de vos visites, de la nourriture,

du temps, de votre famille d’accueil, de vos projets pour la fin du séjour, etc. ...
50 mots minimum. (3 points)

Pour des raisons d’anonymat, vous ne signerez pas ce message, vous
n’écrirez pas votre nom.
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